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To the 
Officer in Charge of the, Anerican Mission, 
Moscow, 

/ The Secretary of State encloses for the information 
of the Enbaagy a copy of despatch no. 2105 of August 2 
from the aneridiyConsulate General at Jerusalen, 
Palestine, with regard“to Communist activity in Palestine, 
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I have the honor to refer to my déSpatches No. 1737 


of February 28 and 1827 of April 7, 1945, concerning the 
activities of the Palestine Communist Party and other 
Communist factions in Palestine. Additional information 
has now been received from the Palestine Government, and 
the following review of Communist activities during the 
first half of 1°45 is largely based uvon that information. 
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The veriod has brovght about a certain amount of 
crystalization in organization of Jewish Communists, 
largely through the amalgamation of some of the minor 
factions. One of the most imvortant developments has 
been the secession from the Palestine Communist P 
Meir SLONIM and his formation of "The Communist Educa- 
tional Association in Palestine" by absorption of the 
Gelbart and other minor factions. 
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Meir Slonim is a denaturalized Spaniard, born in 

Hebron (Palestine), and one of the oldest and most active 

members of the Palestine Communist Party. After serving 
a term of imprisonment in Palestine for his activities, | x *., 
he went to Moscow where he completed a course in propa- * | m0 
ganda and returned to Palestine in 1954; although in a my 
his absence, an exclusion order had been issued against. 

HUA (Pn. The Spanish authorities, however, disclaimed him, ‘2 
»° &nd he covld not be deported. He became a member of thé! 
4& Party Executive and was one of the most powerful members ~ 
wobe of the Party. He has been imprisoned on several occa- G 
sions and was in detention until 1942. As a result of fs 
6riticism from other members of the Committee, he has 
« withdrawn from the Party and formed his: own group 
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The grouping of Jewish Communists is, therefore, as 
follows: 


1. The Palestine Communist Party (Mikonis-Biletski) 

2. The Communist Educational Association in 
Palestine (Slonim-Gelbart, etc. factions) 

3. The Socialist Society "AM VE Olam" (Brzoza 
faction) 

4. The Democratic Club (Trotzkyist faction headed 
by Stein) 


In addition to the shifts in organization, there has 
been a definite drift in the P.C.P. toward Zionism. The 
decision taken by the Trade Union Conference on the 
Jewish National Home in Palestine, which was approved by 
the delegates of U.S.S.R., caused stir in the ranks of 
Jewish Communists and discussion started, as soon as the 
decision became known, as to how to adapt the Party's. 
policy to the changed position. It is reported that at 
a meeting of all local branches of the P.C.P. in March, 
a political line was provisionally adopted based on the 
following arguments: 


"The Yalta Conference and international 
developments signify a progress, inasmuch as 
responsibility has beon passed jointly to the 
three Great Powers. Consequently a solution 
for Palestine will have to be found by the 
three Powers jointly, and no unilateral im- 
perialist solution will be possible. On the 
other hand, it is appreciated that a National 
Jewish bloc has come into existence in Pales- 
tine which must be reckoned with. This is 
historical and must be accepted as an evolu- 
tion in the sense of Marxist doctrines. Dis- 
criminatory laws and any artificial limitation OO 
of Jewish imnigration must be opposed. . The ' 

White Paper and Land Laws are based on racial 
discrimination and cannot be accepted. The 
meeting then adopted the following resolutions: 


ame 


"a. that the Palestine Communist Party 
should fight for free immigration 
into Palestine and for the opening 
of the gates to those Jewish refu- 
gees who cannot find a solution for 
themselves in European countries 
and wish to migrate to Palestine; 


"b. that the Palestine Communist Party 
should demand the recognition of 
the right of Jewish settlement and 
should fight for the abolition of 
the White Paper, it being clearly 
understood that land must not be 
acquired at the expense of the 
fellaheen; 


ce that the Palestine Communist Party 
should join in the demand for the 
grant of equal rights to Jews in all 
countries, as Palestine alone cannot 
solve the Jewish problem." 


The leading 
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The leading figures of the Party are reported to 
have declared that the mistakes committed against the 
Jewish Yishuv in the past must be eliminated and so 
must the leaders who have been responsible for the 
policy. It was largely as a result of this statement 
that Meir Slonim is reported to have seceded from the 
Party. The statement of policy is still far from. 
Biltmore, but it is liberal enough to make the Zionists 

“withdraw their objections to the Communist Party. 


The Party has made and is still making determined 
efforts to ingratiate itself with the local political 
parties. A brisk campaign for readmission of Party 
members into the Histadrut followed the public disavowal 
of the White Paper. These efforts were finally success- 
ful; and after the Party's undertaking to the Histadrut 
to recognize free Jewish immigration and settlement and 
to wage war against the White Paper, the Histadrut in- 
formed the Central Committee of the Party that it had 
lifted the ban on acceptance of members into the Hista- 
drut. The ban on the admission of the Party "en bloc" 
was continued; but the Party, nevertheless, celebrated 
the victory as a significant event on the way to "democ- 
ratization" of the listadrut and, in general, of the 
labor movement in Palestine. Several hundred applica- 
‘tions for membership in the Histadrut have been accepted, 
and it is reported that the Histadrut Executive has 
agreed to grant the Communist Party one advisory seat 
in the Convention and in the Council. 


The Communist Educational Association has also 
displayed considerable activity and is believed to have 
attracted a membership in excess of 500. Meir Slonim 
is showing signs of his training and has been issuing 
political declarations calculated to curry favor with 
the Left Wing parties. He has laid special emphasis 
the need for a democratic, post-war reconstruction" ogram 
and on disseminating Marxist education and the ideas of 
democracy as the main aims of his group. He has urged 
the establishment of a revolutionary movement within the 
Yishuv with the Communists forming the nucleus of the 
working class.' It is the ambition of the Yishuv to form 
an anti-Biltmore front in the Yishuv seeking collabora- 
tion with the anti-Biltmore Left Wing parties such as 
the Hashomer Hatzair, Poalei Zion, Faction B of the Mapai 
and certain labor groups of the Aliyah Hadasha. These 
groups, however, have not forgotten Slonim's past record; 
and so far, they have paid very little attention to his 
overtures. Slonim is making an effort toward infiltra- 
tion into the existing trade unions, and the registration 
of individual members of the group into the Histadrut 
has started, but seems to be making slow progress due to 
the Histadrut's precaution against the formation of Com- 
munist cells by indiscriminate admission. 


The Brzoza faction, which at the end of 1944 es- 
tablished itself under the name of the "Socialist Society 
(AM VE Olam)" has recently displayed very little activity. 
Most of its members have been absorbed into the Histadrut, 
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and a report has been received that negotiations have 
been in progress between the faction and the Poalei 
Zion on the subject of the admission "en bloc" of the 
faction into the Poalei Zion. No such amalgamation has 
taken place, but there is little doubt that Brzoza's 
group is trying to find the most suitable political 
compromise for their honorable and unnoticed exit from 
the Communist movement. 


Dr. STEIN's faction has remained unchanged; and 
his paper, "The Democratic Newspaper", has practically 
ceased to appear. . This disappearance may be due to 
finaucial difficulties, but it is also due, ina large 
part, to the lack of readers. The Group's noticeable 
activity recently has been confined to the issueof a 
leaflet on May Day attacking "Stalinist Chauvinism' 
and the Russian bureaucracy, which have betrayed the 
ideas of world revolution. The restitution of the 
Russian Church also came in for bitter criticism. 


There has been a considerable increase in the im- 
portation of Soviet literature and newspapers, and a 
large proportion of it has found its way into the various 
book clubs of the Palestine Communist Party. "Kol Ha'am' 
has considerably improved its appearance since its 
legalization and has been published regularly. Large 
quantities of Soviet literature in Russian, English and 
Hebrew as well as copies of "Kol Ha'tam" have been sent 
through the mail to verious units and individual Jewish 
soldiers serving in His Majesty's Forces. 


The Communist Educational Association has no regu- 
lar licensed publication but issues an internal bulletin 
"Alon Pnimi" in which political theories are expounded 
and which has a large distribution among soldiers. The 
Socialist Society "AM VE Olam" has published two book 
in which an attempt is made to explain the possibilty 
of compromise between Communism and Zionism. Hebrew 
translations of the Soviet periodical "The War and the 
Working Class" are much advertised by the Levant Publish- 
ing Company, which is among the main importers of Soviet 


literature and is controlled by the Palestine Communist 
Party. 


Direct connection between the Palestine Communist 
Party and Moscow has not been evident, but through a 


subsidfary of the Party, contact is maintained with the 


Yiddish Communist organ "Einikeit" in Moscow; and through 
the Levant Publishing Company, permanent connections are 
maintained with the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee in 
Moscow and with the Soviet State Publishing House. Some 
individual contacts are reported to be established by 
members of the Young Communist League and other Commu- 
nists with the Soviet Military Mission visiting Palestine 
in connection with the repatriation of Soviet citizens. 


One development is the establishment of intensive 


connections between the Palestine Communist Party and 
the Communist Party of Britain. Regular correspondence 


passes 
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passes between Dr. BILETSKI (editor of "Kol Hatam") ana 
various leading Communists in Britain in which periodical 
reports on the activities and political problems of the 
Palestine Communist Party are given and the advice of 

the British Communists on political matters is sought. 


The Palestine Communist Party continues to take an 
active interest in the V-League for aid to Soviet Russia, 
and it is believed that the continuation of the League's 
activities, which in the opinion of some of its constitu- 
ents, shovld have been wound up with the termination of 
the Kuropean war, was partly due to Communist pressure. 
The Party has also maintained its connections with the 
Union of Polish Patriots as well as with the Slavic 
Circle in the Middle East. The Syrian and Lebanese 
Communist Parties were assured of the moral support of 
the Palestine Communist Party in their struggle against 
French Imperialism. 


The Arab Communist Movement in Palestine has suffered 
severely as a result of the support given by the Soviet 
delegates at the World Trade Union Conference to the 
resolution on the Jewish National Home in Palestine. The 
only Arab Communist delegate from Palestine to the Con- 
ference received a chilly welcome on his return from 
London, and he and his Communist colleagues are experien- 
cing many difficulties in explaining away the meaning of 
the resolution. Communist activity is confined for the 
moment at least to the League for National Liberation, 
which, however, has had to yield to the nationalist trena 
of the Arab masses and is gradually drifting away from 
revolutionary Communism toward Arab Nationalism. ‘The 
“hopes of the Jewish Communists that the Trade Union 
Congress would bring about a rapprochement between Arab 
and Jewish Communists in Palestine have been completely 
frustrated and subsequent negotiations calculatei at 
softening the shock have broken down in spite of the sa 
Jewish Communists! renunciation of the Biltmore Progrem 
and their assurance that the struggle for a democratic 
Palestine with a Jewish National Home in it would merely 
promote real Jewish=Arab collaboration. Relations 
between the Jewish and Arab Communists have become more 
estranged, and while Jewish Communists continue to pro- 
claim collaboration with the Arabs, the latter have 
openly demanded the cessation of Jewish immigration, the 
implementation of the White Paper and the curbing of 
Jewish industry and trade. 


A considerable amount of Communist and Soviet litera- 
ture originating from Syria and Lebanon is circulating 
among Arab workers while Arab sympathy with Soviet Russia 
as a mighty power expected to support Arab Nationalist 
ambitions in the face of British pro-Zionist policy stii1 
prevails. Communism as a social philosophy and revolu- 
tionary movement among the Arabs is on the decline. 


Armenian 
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Armenian Communists have recently displayed a 
certain amount of activity, but the background seems to 
be nationalist and their aim appears to be to arrange 
the return of Armenians to Soviet Armenia. 
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I have the hon r to refer to my previous despatches 
ommunism in Palestine, the latest of 


on the subject of 
which was No. 2105/ of August 2, 1945. Additional in- 
formation on the subject has now been obtained from the 


Palestine Government, and the following review of Com- 
mufiist activities in the country during the last six 
months of 1945 is largely based upon that information, 
although data obtained from other equally reliable 


sources are also included. 


Communism has been faced with the task of formlat- 
ing a policy for the post-war period which eliminate 
opposition movements and which would bring about, 
t, a minimum amount of collaboration among Jewish, 
mnd Armenian elements. Some progress has been made 
Moese lines, but it has not been impressive, nor 

growth of the movement been sufficient to cause 
mong the old Arab or Jewish parties. The Ninth 
ce of the Palestine Commnist Party adopted 
gs on political, social and economic matters 


*e were no fundamental changes in the Party's policy 


32: 


ere high sounding rather than realizable, but é 


: and the resolutions have not impressed the Jewish masses, 


which they were designed to attract. 


The Bevin statement provided a welcome opportunity ~ 


pe Jewish Communist leaders to shelve for the mo- 

e difficulties of implementing their much adver- 

Meh sounding "constructive" political program 
new their criticism and attacks on British im- 

min Palestine. The statement was roundly con- 

the Party paper “Kol Ha'am", in the Commnist 
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Educational Association periodical “Achdut" and in 
numerous public meetings, as well as in pamphlets 

and posters. The declaration was called "reactionary", 
continuing the conservative colonial policy and intro- 
ducing American imperialism into the Middle East. 

The Party reiterated its opposition to the Biltmore 
Policy, but, at the same time, proclaimed its accord 
with Jewish organizations in rejecting the declara- 
tion. A demand that Russia should be consulted on the 
Palestine problem before it is placed before the UNO 
was put forward and the well-known demands for a bie 
national democratic state in Palestine and for con- 
tinued Jewish immigration with Arab consent were again 
pressed. 


The Bevin statement was also rejected by the Arab 
Communists who opposed the linking of the problem of 
displaced Jews with the fate of Palestine. They re- 
fused to accept the establishment of the Anglo-American 
Inquiry Committee and demanded that the problem be sub- 
mitted to an international commission which should 
include Russia and the Balkan States. They held that 
Jewish immigration should be stopped and that the fu- 
ture of the country should be decided by its inhabitants 
who should receive equal rights in a democratic state. 


Efforts of the Palestine Commmnist Party to reach 
an agreement with the Zionist Parties have continued 
and they have tried to gain influence in the Histadruth 
and in municipal bodies but with very little success. 
Approaches which they have made for incorporation as a 
body into the left wing labor parties have been rebuffed 
and they have had to fall back to a policy of individual 
infiltration into the Poalei Zion, Hashomer Hatzair and 
Achdut Ha Avoda (the dissident Mapai group). It is im- 
possible to ascertain the extent of this infiltration, 
but the Communists who have succeeded in entering the 
ranks of the Socialist Parties have not been able to 
influence the policies of the Parties. The World Anti= 
Fascist Youth Congress held in London in late 1945, an- 
nounced the formation of a world organization of demo- 
cratic youth movements with a proviso that all youth 
organizations must be permitted to join the main youth 
federation in any country. As a result of this announce- 
ment, the Palestine Commnist Party has demanded that 
the Communist Youth League be admitted into "Hanoar 
Haoved", Mapai's youth movement. Individual ties have 
been made with members of "Hanoar Haoved" but no agree- 
ment appears to have been reached on the main demand. 


Active membership in the Party has increased 
slightly and it is now estimated that there are about 
5,000 members. The leaders seem, however, to have been 
successful in creating a large periphery of supporters 
and sympathizers who take part in various subsidiary 
organizations of the Party, including nationalist anti- 
fascist groups, such as the Hungarian, Polish, Bulgarian 
and Spanish. 


The Communists 
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The Communists gained what may be considered as 
a victory of some significance in the elections for 
members of the Municipal Council of Naharia, a Jewish 
settlement near the coastal frontier with Lebanon, 
made up largely of immigrants from Germany. The Com- 
munist candidate received 101 votes out of a total of 
810 and was elected to a seat on the Council. Another 
success could be claimed by the Palestine Communist 
Party when it secured two seats on the Conmittee of 
the V-League for Aid to Soviet Russia, the activities 
of which were continued partly due to Communist urging. 
At one time, complete control of the V-League was 
taken over by the Histadruth in order to circumvent 
the Communist activities in it. Now, however, the aim 
of the League is defined as fostering and encouraging 
rapprochement and mtual understanding between the 
Yishuv and the Soviet Union. The name of the League 
has now been changed to "League for Friendly Relations 
with Soviet Russia", and it may now be expected to 
open up further activities for the purpose of knitting 
closer ties with Moscow. It is understood the League 
will send Russian editions of Herzl's "Jewish State" 
and Pinsker's "Auto-Emancipation", with appropriate 
prefaces on the Jewish question, to Russian newspaper 
editors, public institutions and Soviet officials. 
The propaganda may thus be expected to work two ways. 


The Palestine Commnist Party's organ (in Hebrew) 
"Kol Ha'tam" appeared regularly throughout the year in 
spite of financial difficulties. The editors now have 
a German edition “Volksstimme" and a new Hungarian 
periodical called "Antifasiszta Egyseg" as the organ of 
the Hungarian Anti-Fascist Club. 


A periodical under the title "Achdut" and a number 
of propaganda booklets were issued by the Communist 
Educational Association and distributed among students 
and workers. The Association has been progressively 
towards Zionism, although it maintains its opposition 
to the Biltmore Policy. On several occasions it pro- 
claimed its readiness to work with any party of the 
Yishuv which would accept its theses, largely based on 
Marxist theories. The political importance of the 
Association has decreased because of the implied recog- 
nition by the Commnist Party of Britain of the Pales- 
tine Commnist Party as representing the Jewish Comm- 
nists of the country. The Palestine Communist Party 


has rejected overtures by the Association for collabora- 
tion.e 


The Brzoza faction (Am Ve Olam), whose amalgamation 
with Poalei Zion was under consideration at the time of 
my previous despatch, has shown no activity in recent 
months and it is believed that it has been completely 
absorbed. 


The "Trotzkyist" group has dwindled to a membership 
of only a score of persons whose main activities are 
academic debates. 


The "League 
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The "League for National Liberation" is a peculiar 
mixture of Arab nationalism, socialism, trade unionism, 
and communism. The Commnism is most apparent in the 
League's contacts and lines of communications rather 
than in its ideology, although some of its leaders are 
definitely commnists. It gained considerable prestige 
in Arab circles by a statement made by Boulos Farah and 
Mukhlis el-Amer at the Trade Union World Congress in 
Paris on behalf of Arab workers. They managed to es- 
tablish personal contact with British and French trade 
union leaders and communists and claim credit for the 
weakening of the pro-Zionist attitude of the British 
Commnist Party. The Arab Communists also gained in- 
fluence by their participation in the election of 
Mustafa el-Aris, an important leader in the Lebanese 
Communist Party, as the Middle East member of the In- 
ternational Federation of Trade Unions. Connections 
between Arab trade unions and international trade union 
circles have thus been established through the communist 
representatives. 


The Arab communist movement in Palestine differs 
from Jewish communism because the Palestine Communist 
Party represents Jewish commnism and maintains sub- 
sidiary organizations for recruiting members, whereas 
the Arab commnists are first creating a periphery from 
which they will build a communist party proper. The 
"League for National Liberation", the "League of Arab 
Intellectuals", and the “Arab Workers* Society" all 
have many communist elements but so far the leaders have 
been careful to maintain their connections with the old 
Arab nationalist parties and not to declare themselves 
openly as commnists. It appears recently, however, that 
steps are being taken for the formation of an Arab Com- 
munist Party under the same leadership as that of the 
"League for National Liberation", which has maintained A 
close connections with the Lebanese Communist Party. 


The leaders of the League have criticized the Arab 
Higher Committee for having an undemocratic constitution 
and for failing to include representatives of the workers. 
They have demanded the enlargement of the Committee to 
include all shades of Arab opinion in the country and 
this demand may be met when Jamal Husseini takes his 
place on the Committee. The "League for National Libera- 
tion" has assumed no clear attitude toward the Arab 
League and will ultimately probably follow the lead of 
the Soviet Union. The leaders have, however, described 
the Arab League as a reactionary tool of British im- 
perialism directed against Soviet Russia. They also 
have very cautiously denounced as impracticable the boy= 
cott of Zionist goods proclaimed by the Arab League. 


Several attempts have been made to reach an agree- 
ment between the Palestine Commnist Party and the 


"League for National Liberation" but the negotiations 
have so far broken down, mainly over the question of 


continuation 
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continuation of Jewish immigration, which the League 
has definitely rejected. They seem to have reached 
agreement in principle to a program of common action 
against British Imperialist policy in the Middle East, 
but, as the League cannot afford to be isolated from 
the Arab nationalist movement, it has shown no desire 

to be too closely associated with the Jewish communists. 


The activity of Armenian communists, previously 
noted has continued and mild support has been obtained 
in the three large centers, although membership is still 
rather small. The Armenians collaborate more with the 
"League for National Liberation" than with the Palestine 
Communist Party and are in contact with the Lebanese 
Communist Party and Armenian Communists in Lebanon. 
These latter contacts permit the Armenian Community in 
Palestine judiciously to be fed propaganda material 
from Soviet Armenia. A periodical called “Myutoun" 
(Unity) is now published in Haifa, which contains ar- 
ticles taken from the "League for National Liberation" 
paper "Al Ittihad" as well as material supplied from 
Soviet Armenia. So far, however, it does not have a 
wide circulation. 


From information received in Palestine it appears 
that the Commnist Party of Britain is gradually be- 
coming the focal point of an "Empire Internationale" 
and that Communist Parties throughout the British Empire 
will draw patronage and support from that Party. Rela- 
tions between the Palestine Communist Party and British 
Communists have been further strengthened although the 
attitude of the latter as shown by its declaration in 
July, 1945, in favor of a Jewish National Home seems 
to have undergone a change. At the Conference held in 
November, 1945, a resolution was adopted voicing support 
for an independent bienational state in Palestine based 
on democratic principles with equality of rights for 
Arabs and Jews. The Palestine Communist Party was in- 
structed to formulate a definite policy on the Palestine 
problem and to strive by all possible means for colleb- 
oration with the Arab Communists. Evidence recently 
given by British Communists before the Anglo-American 
Committee indicates still further change may have oc- 
curred in the attitude. 


It is difficult to determine whether the relations 
between communists in Palestine with the Soviet Union 
are close because of the apparent unwillingness of the 
Soviet Union to enter into the Arab-Jewish problems 
which have divided the communists in the country. It 
seems, however, that connections between the Palestine 
Communist Party and Russia have been somewhat intensi- 
fied through the medium of the communist press. The 
Party organ "Kol Ha'tam" is in regular contact with the 
press agency of the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee in 
Moscow and during December Professor Korostostev, Cairo 
representative of the Tass Agency, met leaders of the 
Palestine Communist Party on the occasion of his visit 


to Palestine. 
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to Palestine. It is reported that he discussed with 
them the possibilities of supplying "Kol Ha'am" with 
news service. The possible establishment of a Tass 
Agency in Palestine has also been considered and it 

is possible that, if the scheme materializes, a local 
journalist, George Maranz, who has been acting for the 
French Agency, will be appointed its representative. 
Maranz has been concerned in many unimportant matters 
and seems to have had difficulty making any worthwhile 
connections. He is not known to have been active in 
Communist circles. 


The contact between Arab Communists and Russia 
is reported to be through the Lebanese Communist 
leaders who, in turn, are believed to be in direct 
touch with the Soviet Legation in Beirut. 


The recent synchronized press campaign on India 
which gave an opportunity for an attack on British 
policy, is taken as an indication of Moscow's propa- 
ganda activities among the Communist Parties in the 
Middle East. A large amount of Soviet arid Commnist 
literature continues to flow into.Palestine through 
the medium of the Levant Publishing Company - "LEPAC", 
and through various private distributing firms. Many 
booklets and pamphlets in Arabic reach the country 
through clandestine channels. Most of this literature 
is pro=Soviet propaganda and is believed to be printed 
by local Communists in Iraq, Syria, Lebanan and Egypt. 


With the present mental state of the population 
of Palestine, the Communist propaganda seems to be 
having a greater effect than has previously been the 
case, 


Respectfully yours, 


= a oa 
Le C. Pinkerton 
American Consul General 
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I have the honor to refer to my previous despatches 
on the subject of Communism in Palestine, the latest of 
which was No. 2480 of February 25, 1946, reviewing the 
situation for the last six months of 1945. Additional 
information on the subject has now been obtained, par- 

4 ticularly the Palestine Police report for the first six 
IV & months of 1946, and this present report reflects the 
views of the Police for the most part and is based upon 
/ EE their information, which I believe is accurate. 
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. f, During the period both Jewish and Arab Communist 
i ¢ URI X - Parties appear to have made some progress in their ef- 
Uv 66D forts to increase their influence in the political 11 
, OW of the country, but the results of their activits 
— eal increase membership were not impressive. 
\ | The Palestine Commnist Party has attracted a 
ae sizeable number of disappointed intellectuals to its 
9 i oN "periphery" groups--the book clubs, reading circles, and 
aah aa discussion groups, but the increase in its actual mem- 
NO bership was gained mainly at the expense of other Com- 
munist factions, particularly the Palestine Communist 
/ + Union (Slonim Group) and the moribund Socialist Society 
fp, "Am Veolam" (Brzoza Faction). The Party, commonly known 
# * as P.KeP., persistently pursued its policy of penetration 
4 
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into the ranks of the extreme Left Wing Socialist Parties 
and the Histadruth. It gained some victories in the 
elections for the Local Council at Rishon le Zion during XQ 
February and in the elections of the Metal Workers! a 
Branch of the Histadruth in Haifa in March. In both ¥, 
cases, its lists of candidates received about 8 per cent. ~ 
| of the total votes cast. It has started active prepara- = 
f tions for the proposed elections for the Tel-Aviv Munic- _ 
F Af ipal Council and has created a special Election Fund for wm 
fe the purpose. — Si 
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Meir WILLNER, a member of the Central Committee of 
the P.K.P., returned to Palestine at the end of February 
after a four months' visit to England, France and Bel- 
gium. During his tour he is reported to have made con- 
tact with the Communist Parties in these countries and 
is also believed to have received instructions and 
financial support for the Party, mainly from the Comm- 
nist Party of Britain. His visit seems to have proved 
somewhat successful, and it has undoubtedly given new 
life to the Palestine Communist Party. It appears that 
through the medium of Willner directives were given to 
the Communists in Palestine to bring about collaboration 
between Arab and Jewish Communist bodies. He succeeded 
in impressing both his own Party and the Arab League 
for National Liberation with the necessity of finding 
& common path of action. Soon after his return, nego- 
tiations were commenced between representatives of the 
Palestine Communist Party and the Arab League for Na- 
tional Liberation with a view to discussing those 
political issues on which a compromise might be reached. 
It seems, however, that the Arab Comnists would not 
abandon their uncompromising attitude on the question 
of further Jewish immigration and other Zionist demands, 
and in spite of numerous meetings of their representatives 
with the representatives of the Palestine Commnist Party, 
the Arab League for National Liberation would appear to 
be pursuing a policy of procrastination as regards union 
with their Jewish comrades. So far as I have been able 
to ascertain, however, the actual negotiations have not 
as yet been abandoned. 


The financial position of the P.K.P., as well as 
that of its official organ "Kol Haam", seems to have 
improved, due mainly to subsidies believed to have been 
granted by the Communist Parties of Britain and France, 
and to the active fund collection campaign of "Kol Haam" 
As a result of Willner's visit to Europe and also of» 
extensive correspondence with the Communist Partiés in 
India, South Africa, Bulgaria, Greece, Holland, the 
United States and Canada, "Kol Haam" has exchanged nu- 
merous articles with the organs of Communist Parties 
abroad. The paper is also supplied regularly with press 
material by the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee in Moscow. 


The Communist Party of Britain has strengthened its 
connections with the Palestine Communist Party and with 
the Arab League for National Liberation, and a consider- 
able exchange of information and press material has 
taken place during the period under review. Early in 
February, the Palestine Communist Party appealed to Mr. 
GALLACHER and Mr. PIRATIN, Members of Parliament, to 
intervene with the British Government on the question of 
Emergency Defense Regulations promulgated in Palestine. 


Other Jewish Communist groups which were more or 
less active during the period are the Palestine Comm- 
nist Union (Slonim Group) and the Trotskyist Group. 
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The Palestine Commnist Union suffered a serious 
setback through the return of a large number of its 
members to the Palestine Communist Party from which the 
Union split. The Union has gradually assumed the charac- 
ter of an extreme Left Wing Zionist party, and at its 
Conference held at the end of May it decided to join 
the World Zionist Organization and to participate in the 
forthcoming Zionist Congress. In view of its numerical 
wealmess, it may be expected that the Union will align 
itself with the Left Wing and moderate Zionist Parties 
of the anti-Biltmore bloc. The Palestine Communist 
Party has completely severed its connections with the 
Union, and it appears that the Conmunist Party of Bri- 
tain has withdrawn its recognition of the Union as a 
Commnist Party. 


The Trotskyists of Fourth International movement 
in Palestine has been on the decline ever since the 
outbreak of the war in 1939 and more so since the entry 
into the war of Soviet Union in 1941. As the present 
may be the final report on the movement in this country, 
more attention will be given to it than it deserves from 
its political importance. The Fourth International in 
Palestine can hardly be referred to as a "movement" now 
but rather as a loose political group, consisting of a 
number of small cells in the main cities of the country. 
The total number of Trotskyist followers and sympathizers ° 
in Palestine is estimated not to exceed 100, out of which 
number only a handful are active. 


The recognized head of the Palestine branch of the 
Fourth International is Dr. Mordechai STEIN, advocate of 
Tel-Aviv, who is a veteran Trotskyist. He is also the 
editor and publisher of the weekly paper "Haiton Hedemo-= 
krati", This publication is rather colorless and has an 
insignificant circulation. It is believed to be entir 
financed by Dr. Stein. Some efforts seem to have _ 
made early this year by Dr. Stein to recruit followers 
among Arab Communists in Jaffa, but his agitation met 
with no response. Apart from a number of leaflets in 
Arabic dealing with current topics of "Imperialist Op- 
pression", attacking British, American, and Stalinist 
imperialism simultaneously, no activity of any importance 
was displayed by the local Trotskyists; and in spite of 
Dr. Stein's great personal and financial sacrifices to 
revive the movement, it has made no headway but has con- 
tinuously lost ground. 


There is a small Trotskyist Group in Jerusalem, the 
activities of which seem to be confined to holding small 
debating circles and to visiting meetings of both the 
Palestine Communist Party and the Palestine Communist 
Union, with a view to participating in theoretical dis- 
cussions on basic Marxist principles. The Jerusalem 
group's most active member is Karl Theodor Yonathan 

D, a German Jew, who is the local agent and dis- 
tributor of the "Haiton Hademokrati". He is also cor- 
respondent for the New York Trotskyist paper "Labor 
Action", and distributing agent for various publications 
of the Fourth International, imported from the United 
States. The Palestine Police have expressed an interest 
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in receiving any information that may be available with 
regard to the export from the United States to Palestine 
| Of American Trotskyist publications, and I should be 
appreciative of anything the Department may be able to 
send me on the subject. 


The Arab League for National Liberation, which is 
estimated to have a membership of some 4,000, has at 
last definitely identified itself with Commnism and 
has crystallized as the nucleus of the Arab Commnist 
movement in Palestine. Its leaders have displayed con- 
siderable energy and have managed to organize a large 
section of Arab workers and peasants into the "Arab 
Workers! Congress", which apparently is to serve as 
the name for the reorganized "Arab Workers! Society". 
This body and the very active Arab Intellectual League 
are the forum for the dissemination of Marxist doctrines 
and pro-Soviet sentiments, coupled with political, edu- 
cational and cultural activities. They form the recruit- 
ing ground for membership in the Arab League for National 
Liberation. , 


The organ of the League, the weekly "Al Ittihad", 
which has a circulation of about 4,000, is experiencing 
financial difficulties and efforts made by the Party 
leadership to arrange for its regular publication, and 
even to turn it into a daily paper, have so far remained 
unsuccessful. Because of reported lack of funds, the 
English monthly edition of the paper did not appear be- 
tween February and July. "Al Chadd", the organ of the 
Arab Intellectual League, with a circulation of soo, 
appeared regularly, its funds having been supplied by 
regular contributions of party members and by subscrip- 
tions. A weekly magazine, “Al Mihmaz", which appeared 
regularly during the period, adopted a pronounced pro- 
leftist policy, but so far as can be ascertained, it is 
not directly affiliated with the Commnist movement. 


The Armenian Communists, who are affiliated with 
the Arab League for National Liberation, have recently 
been occupied in agitating the Armenian communities in 
Palestine to take advantage of the repatriation scheme 
to Soviet Armenia and have taken an active part in aid- 
ing the registration carried out by the Repatriation 
Committee. I have discussed with the Armenian Patriarch 
the question of the migration of Armenians from Pales- 
tine to Soviet Armenia and of Commmnism in his Community. 
The Patriarch said that quite a number of Armenians had 
registered for transportation to Armenia, but he thought 
most of them had done so because they believed it to be 
the wise thing to do, and in his opinion, very few of 
them would take advantage of the transportation offered. 
He said there was a considerable number of Armenians 
who had been in Palestine only a short time, spoke no 
Arabic, had not entered into the life of the country, 
and who had relatives in Syria and Lebanon going to 
Armenia. Some of these, he said, might go but the old 
residents are content in Palestine and would remain. 


He 
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He seemed less disturbed on the question of Communism 
in the Armenian Commmnity than I think he should be. 

In his opinion, Communism exists only among the ignorant 
Armenians who had nothing to lose and who had no under- 
standing of politics or Communist theories. He said 
positively there was no trace of Communism among the 
Orthodox Armenian clergy, which may or may not be true 
as the Patriarch has not been able to establish a firm 
control over his priests. 


The organ of the Palestine Armenian Communists, 
the weekly "Myoutoun", continued to appear regularly. 
Several well-know Armenian Communists have regularly 
traveled between Palestine and Lebanon and are known 
to be important links for maintaining contact hetween 
the Arab League for National Liberation, the Lebanese 
Communist Party, and the Soviet Legation in Beirut. 


The Lebanese Communist Party, whose headquarters 
are said to enjoy direct connections with the Soviet 
Legation in Beirut, has exerted increasing influence 
over the Communist movement in Palestine and would 
appear to be the source of political and organizational 
instructions. The "National Covenant" and statutes of 
the Arab League for National Liberation were drawn up 
on lines similar to the "Covenant" and statutes of the 
Lebanese Communist Party and numerous reports indicate 
that regular reports on the development of the Comm- 
nist movement in Palestine have been submitted to the 
Lebanese Communist Party. It may also be significant 
that two Lebanese Communist leaders, Mustafa El ARIS 
and Nicola SHAWA, who were delegated by the Lebanese 
Communists to attend the World Trade Union Conference 
during June, were also nominated to represent the 
Palestinian Communists who sent no delegation of their a” 
OWN e , as 


A Palestinian Arab Communist who has been residing 
in England since November, 1945, is said to be acting 
as a liaison with the Communist Party of Britain. 


In a communication addressed by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party of Britain to the Arab 
League for National Liberation in May of this year, 
plans for.holding an Empire Conference of Communist 
Parties are announced. The Empire Conference is said 
to be scheduled to take place in London in February, 
1947, following the National Congress of the Communist 
Party of Britain. 


Ties between the Soviet Union and the Communist 
movement in Palestine seem to have become closer. No 
opportunity has been missed by local Communists to 
meet Soviet officials and emissaries visiting Palestine, 
and it appears that the Jewish, Arab, and Armenian Com= 
munist bodies have supplied them with reports on the 
political and economic situation in the country as well 
as on the development of the Communist movement and of 
the "anti-imperialist" front. Extensive contacts and 
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collaboration by Commnists with the "Pan-Slav Union" 
and with the various ‘Warsaw-controlled Polish organiza- 
tions were also noticeable. Marxist literature, Russian 
textbooks and pro-Soviet publications continued to ar- 
rive in the country in considerable quantities. Recently 
a "League for Maintaining Cultural Relations with Soviet 
Russia” was formed by Arab Communists in Haifa on lines 
similar to those of the "Societe pur la Culture Lebano- 
Sovietique", founded in Beirut early in June. The new 
society is reported to have obtained the recognition of 
"WOKS" and is believed to have been created in order to 
balance the activities of the "League for Friendly Rela- 
tions with Soviet Russia" (the erstwhile V-League), the 
Histadruth-sponsored organizations in which Commnist 
influence is recently reported to have dwindled. Mem- 
bers of the Palestine Communist Party (P.K.P.) are said 
to have been invited to join the new organization. 


The following paragraph giving some general views 
of Soviet and Communist policies is directly quoted from 
Police sources: 


"Co-ordination of the activities of 
Communist parties in Western Europe; reports 
to the effect that the French Communist 
Party was responsible for controlling Com- 
munist activities in the Middle East and 
was allocating funds to Communist parties 
in the Levant; quick’ but concerted adapti- 
bility to newly created political conditions 
and uniform reaction to them - seem to betray 
a central direction authority behind the Com- 
munist movement and tend to strengthen the 
indications of the revival of the Comintern. 
As regards Communist parties in the Middle 
East in general and in Palestine in particu- vA 
lar, they appeared to have followed a polit- wt 
ical line, the main features of which may be 
summed up as follows: 


"a) the creation of a strong anti- 
Imperialist front (read: Anti-British and 
anti-American; 


"b) the organization of the working 
Classes and 'progressive' circles on a pro- 
Soviet basis; 


"c) the undermining of existing 'feudal! 
government by political agitation and penetra- 
tion into local autonomies and government 
institutions; 


"a) the exploitation by the Commnist- 
controlled press of all political events, 
minority problems and social unrest to create 
an atmosphere hostile to Britain and the U.S.; 


e) the 
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"e) the demand for the withdrawal of 
British troops from Iran, Egypt and the 
Levant States; coupled with the campaign 
against the Trans-Jordan treaty, the 
Greater Syria project and the Arab League; 


"f) the demand for international 
trusteeship, with the participation of the 
Soviet Union, over Eritrea, Lybia and Pales- 
tine. 


The information available to me is not sufficient 
to enable me to draw such sweeping conclusions. The 
local Communist press, however, devoted much of its 
space to international problems, including India, 
Indonesia, Greece, Italy, Yugoslavia, Spain and the 
atom bomb espionage case in Canada, which it ridiculed 
as a "spy scare" staged by the Western Powers for the 
purpose of discrediting the Soviet Union. Moreover, 
the activities of the Jewish and Arab Communist par- 
ties in Palestine have shown an increasing tendency to 
utilize their social-political agitation and catchwords 
for the purpose of furthering the requirements of 
Soviet foreign policy in the Middle East. 


Local questions which influenced political activ- 
ity and agitation during the period were: (1) the pro- 
ceedings and report of the Anglo-American Commission of 
Inquiry; (2) the strike of the Second Division Civil 
Servants; (3) the conference of the Arab rulers at 
Anshas and the Arab League meeting at Bludan; (4) the 
appearance of the Mufti in the Middle East; and (5) 
action by the Government against the Jewish Agency. 
Although these questions were used for political maneu- 
vering rather than for establishment of a policy, they 
are being discussed separately as of possible interest wen 
in judging the position of Communism in the country. - 


The Jewish Communists were originally entirely 
opposed to the idea of the Anglo-American Commission 
of Inquiry and declared they would boycott the hearings. 
At the last minute, however, they decided to take ad- 
vantage of the opportunity to make their voices heard 
and to appear before the Commission. The Chairman of 
the Communist Union, Meir Slonim, is reported to have 
approached the Palestine Communist Party suggesting 
that the Commmist case shou¥a be presented by a joint 
delegation of the two parties. It is assumed, however, 
that the suggestion was turned dow by the Palestine 
Communist Party as a representative of the latter party 
subsequently testified before the Commission, voicing 
the demand for the establishment of a democratic bi- 
national state as being the only solution of the Pales-~ 
tine problem. 


The Communist Union contented itself with the sub- 
mission of a memorandum demanding free immigration into 
the Jewish National Home and the liquidation of the 
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refugee camps in Europe. The memorandum also protested 
against the statements made before the Commission by 
members of the British Communist Party, which, it said, 
did not represent the views of Commnist parties gener- 
ally throughout the world. A joint demand was submitted 
urging the submission of the Palestine problem to the 
United Nations in order to give the "progressive forces 
in the world" and above all Soviet Russia, a chance to 
participate in finding a solution. 


The Arab Communists persisted in their boycott of 
the Commission, denying its competence, attacking the 
inquiry as "imperialist machination" aimed at prolong- 
ing colonial rule in Palestine and as furthering Ameri- 
can imperial interests in the Middle East. A campaign 
launched by the Arab League for National Liberation 
against the Arab High Committee gained some impetus by 
the argument that the High Committee had appeared before 
the Inquiry Commission contrary to the wishes of the 
Arab parties. They continued to draw attention to the 
undemocratic composition of the Committee and to the 
virtual dictatorship of Jamal HUSSEINI. 


When the report of the Inquiry Commission was pub- 
lished, the Jewish Communist bodies were hesitant about 
passing judgment upon it, apparently awaiting comments 
from Moscow. The Palestine Communist Party, in "Kol 
Haam", rejected the findings of the Commission as merely 
prolonging the colonial regime in Palestine and further 
frustrating Arab-Jewish rapprochement. In contrast to 
this statement by the Party organ, however, it was re- 
ported that the recommendations regarding the admission 
of 100,000 Jews and the early reference of the Palestine 
problem to the United Nations were viewed with favor by 
Jewish Communists, although very timidly as far as public 
announcements were concerned. 


The Arab League for National Liberation strongly” 
condemned the report as an imperialist move to convert 
Palestine into a military base for Anglo-American im- 
perial interests. In a manifesto issued by its Central 
Committee, the League urged the Arab people to demand 
that the Palestine case be brought before the United 
Nations, to proclaim civil disobedience, a boycott of 
British and American goods, the cancelation of the 
mandate, and the establishment of a democratic state 
in Palestine. 


A strike of the Second Division Civil Servants in 
April afforded an Opportunity for active cooperation 
between the Arab and Jewish Communists. Following a 
meeting of the Arab League for National Liberation in 
which representatives of the Palestine Communist Party 
participated, a joint manifesto printed in Arabic and 
Hebrew was issued to the strikers, calling for unity 
and solidarity in pursuing their demands. This is the 
first known instance of a publication being signed by 
the Central Committees of both organizations. The co- 
operation between Jews and Arabs in carrying out the 
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was given considerable publicity in the Commnist press 
which described it as an "historical event apt to affect 
the future of Palestine". The boasted cooperation was, 
as far as I can ascertain, limited to the highest 
leaders, and I am very doubtful of the Communist agi- 
tators, in spite of their activity, whether they had 
much, if any, effect on the course of the strike. The 
joint action, however, gave the opportunity for attack- 
ing British "Imperialism", it being pointed out that 
the strike proved that there was no real enmity between 
Jews and Arabs and that the attempts by the "common 
enemy" to prevent Jewish-Arab understanding have been 
frustrated by the strike action. 


The meeting of Arab rulers at Anshas and the sub- 
sequent conference of the Arab League at Bludan seem to 
have brought much disappointment to Communist circles. 
In spite of reported Commnist efforts to prompt these 
meetings to approach the Soviet Union for help in the 
Palestine question, decisions taken not only disregarded 
these promptings but also resulted in concerted action 
which may reduce Soviet and Communist influence in the 
Middle East. The opposition of Palestine Commnists to 
the Arab Higher Committee is being maintained on a some- 
what reduced scale against the Arab Higher Executive, 
but there would appear to be indications that the Arab 
Communists would be prepared to reach a compromise if 
they were given seats on some of the sub-committees. 


The attitude of Arab Communists towards the Arab 
League remained unchanged, although the attacks upon it 
for its reactionary character and its submissiveness to 
Imperialist demands have been more cautiously worded. 
Venemous criticism of the Arab League and its leaders 
was contained in a pamphlet called "The Torch", which is 
believed to have been published in May by a small group 
of Trotskyists. ' 


Communist circles consider the Mufti as a serious 
menace to their aspirations and his escape from France 
and appearance in the Middle East is reported to have 
caused uneasiness in those circles. Moscow's silence 
on the return of the Mufti to the Middle East political 
arena seems to have embarrassed both Jewish and Arab 
Communists. Pending directives from Moscow, the Pales- 
tine Communist Party has not issued any public statement 
and the Arab Communists have so far observed a benevo- 
lent neutrality towards the Mufti's person because of 
his popularity among the Arab masses. 


The raid on the Jewish Agency and the arms searches 
in Jewish settlements gave the Palestine Communist Party 
an opportunity for expressing its solidarity with the 
Yishuv. Disregarding its previous condemation of ter- 
rorist activities, the Central Committee of the Party 
lost no time in addressing notes to the Elected Assembly, 
the Vaad Leumi, and the Executive of the Histadruth de- 
ploring the suffering in the Yishuv and condeming the 
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"outrages of the British Army" and the "campaign of op-= 
pression" instituted by the Government. The notes also 
contained demands for the abolition of the Defense 
Regulations, for the liberation of the prisoners, and 
call upon the Histadruth to enlist the support of the 
Trade Union International, which the Elected Assembly 
and the Vaad Leumi are urged to refuest the presenta- 
tion of the Palestine problem to the Security Council 
of the United Nations. 


Although this report goes into detail about Comm- 
nist activities in the country, it must be remembered 
that the numbers of the Communists is comparatively 
very small and, actually, Communism is not at present 


an important movement in the political life of the 
country. 


Respectfully yours, 


oe Oe 
Le C. Pinkerton 
American Consul General 


File Nos: 800.B 
L.0.Pinkerton/lmr 


“a3 
STANDARD-FORM NO. 04 +; & 


Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROM 


pare: 4/7/47 


° ae ACTIVITY oo 
FC: Mr. Lyon GE car. 
a) SS G 
NEA: Mr. Wright | Ne 
APRS 194 , 
wf, 


suyecr: Trotskyists . nN 
sar 


As you will see by a 
attached document, our Consul at 


Jerusalem is requesting informa- 


_ tion on Trotskyist literature. 


I have been told that you are in 
a position to obtain the desired 
data. It will be appreciated if 
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you could give us any information 


on this subject to forward to 
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Office Memorandum . inven states GOVERNMENT 
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1. 4 NEA - Mr. Wright 

room : _EBUR/X = Mr. Murphy 

SUBJECT : Trotskyists 


With reference to your memo of 4/2/47, 
| regarding the transmission from the 

United “States to Jerusalem of Trotskyist 
literature, I suggest that you address 
your inquiry to FC, which is in a posi- 
tion to obtain the desired data. I do 
not have the information nor am I in a 
position to obtain it. 


However, it should. be comparatively | 
simple to ascertain the facts in the case 
as the material would in all probability 
originate with the Socialist Workers 
Party, 116 University Place, New York 
City. 
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might be available on the exportation from the 


- . 2 United States to Palestine of Trotskyist litera- 
4 stA ture. Another letter has now been received from 
Pe 
a lif the Police on the subject, and I should be appre- 
@) ciative if the Department would advise this 
, bs Consulate General whether the desired information 
13 is available. ¢ 
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Office Memorandum + onrrep staTES GOVERNMEN” 


Aun 
TO : NEA - Mr. Wright WATE: April 22, 1917 
FROM : FC - Mr. Neal \ 
SUBJECT: Trotskyists 


JUN 1 0 1947 
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Your memorandum of April 7, 1947 addressed to Mr. Lyon was 
referred to me for inquiry. The FBI has been requested to furnish 
the Department with whatever information it had. The Bureau's files 
contain considerable literature of a Trotskyite nature. However, it 
was found that there were very few duplicate copies of recent literature 
available. It is believed that if the 4rotskyite literature is properly 
identified for the U. S. Yonsul in Jerusalem, he would be in a position 
to recognize same without having actual copies for reference purposes. 


The following are the principal Trotskyite types of literature published 
in the United States: 


The Socialist Workers' Party is the principal Trotskyite organi- 
j zation in the U. S. Its headquarters is located at 116 University 

Place, New York City. Its publishing house is known as Pioneer 
Publishers. During the period from October 1, 19h) to October 1, 196, 
this publishing house shipped out more than 100,000 booklets and pamphlets 
and since the end of the war the volume of its foreign shipments has 
mounted tremdndously. During the period October 1, 19h to October 1, 
1946, they shipped abroad between 7,000 and 8,000 pieces of literature. 
The weekly publication of the Socialist Workers' Party is called the 
Militant and the monthly organ.is known as the Fourth International, 


\,yz1-Z/G00°NL98 M4 


= 


4 


New York City is also a Trotskyite organization and it was formed in 

194{0 when a split took place within the Socialist Workers' Party. Its 

\ weekly newspaper is known as Labor Action and its monthly organ is 

4 known as the New International. At the National Vommittee Plen 

' the SWP held on Februarv 15 and 16, 197 in New York City, a 17 
was passed on the unification of the SMP and the Workers! Party. It 

possible that in the near future members of the Workers' Party will.» 

reunite with the SWP and there will be once again one principal” 


The Workers! Party with headquarters at 11) West llth Street, 
\ 


skyite 


organization in the U. S. 


In addition to these two principal Trotskyite organizations, 
there is an organization in Chicago, very small in membership, known 
as the Revolutionary forkers' Learsve which publishes at infrequent 

intervals a newspaper known as the Fighting eet 
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SUBJECT: Trotskyists XS a& j 
. etm men of St 


Despatch noe 2795 dated September 27, 1946, 


from Jerusalem contains a paragraph on the Trotskyist 
Branch of the Communist Party. On page 3 it is stated: 


eee The Palestine Police have expressed 
an interest in receiving any information that 
Orgy. MAY be available with regard to the export 
“? wesyup ‘’efrom the United States to Palestine of American 
v : Trotskyist publications, and I should be appre- 
JUN 1 0 1947 fative of anything the Department may be able 


a ore" oF Ry o send me on the subject. 
Treas avd ace 


On February 12, 1947, a second despatch was re- 
ceived as follows: 


I have the honor to refer to my despatch 
noe 2795 of September 27, 1946, concerning 
Communist activities in Palestme, in which 
I requested for the Palestine Police any in- 
formation that might be available on the 
exportation from the United States to Pales- 
tine of Trotskyist literature. Another 
letter has now been received from the Police 
on the subject, and I should be appreciative 
if the Department would advise this Consulate 


General whether the desired information is 
available. 
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It would be appreciated if you could send me any 


information on this question which I will then forward 
to Jerusalem. 


NEA: EMWright:f1>. 
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To the 
American Consular Officer in Charge, 
Jerusalem, Palestine. 


The Secretary of State refers to the Consulate 
Senerad's despatches No. 2795 of September 27, 1946 
and No. 2964 of Feervesy 12, 1947 requesting orma- 
soll Oba literature for the use of the Pales- 

ce. 


While duplicate copies of the desired literature 
are not ~~ in the files of the Government agency 
concerned, it is believed that the Consulate rate 
will be in : sition to reco e the material, 
properly identified, without having actual copies , 
reference purposes. 


ses of identification the fo 
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For . 
the prine types of Trotskyite literature published 
in United States: 


V/sd 


4 from aetetes i 1944 to October 1, 

house shipped out more than 100,000 *hook=” 
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the monthly organ is known as the 
urte Gity, is alse a Trotskyite 
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organization. It was formed in 1940 when a split took 
place within the Socialist Workers' Party. Its weekly 
newspaper is known as and its monthly organ 
is known as the e At the National Com- 
mittee Plenum of the Socialist Workers' Party held on 
February 15 and 16, 1947 in New York City, a resolution 
was passed on the unification of the Socialist Workers' 
Party and the Workers' Party. It is possible that in 
the near future members of the Workers' Party will re- 
unite with the Socialist Workers’ Party and there will 


be once again one principal Trotskyite organization in 
the United States. 


In addition to these two principal Trotskyite orga- 
nizations, there is en organization in Chicago, very 
small in membership, known as the Revolutionary Workers' 
League, which publishes at infrequent intervals a news- 
paper known as the Fighting Worker. 


With regard to bee ert peat published by the Socie- 
list Workers’ Party it will be recalled that copies of 
this publication appeared briefly in the streets of Jeru- 
salem late last year. 
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THE SECRETARY OF’ STATE, a) PY / ¢? 


WASHINGTON, 


SIR: 


5s oe fF 
+i te 


In continuation of Consul General Pinkerton's 
discussion of this subject in his despatch no. 2795 
of September 27, 1946, I have the honor to report at 
this time that the second half of the year 1946 saw 
a& new phase in the development of Communist activity 
es in Palestine, for it marked the ascendancy of Arab 
, Communists over Jewish groups of similar political 
outlook. 


LvylL2-2/800°NL98 


During the period under review, leaders of the 
Palestine Communist Party (Jewish) appeared to pay 
considerable attention to the possibility of closer 
cooperation with the Arab League of National Lib 
tion, but conferences between the two Communist 
groups failed to produce any agreement beyond the 
continuation of the common fight against "Anglo- OC 
F Delf American Imperialism" in the dissemination of pro- ? 
j Soviet propaganda. According to Palestine Police C 
f $) sources, who are occupied with surveying such he, 

Cc Dag) activities, the ultimate aim of the Jewish Commu-;: z > 
nist leaders of effecting a single organizational “y 
av union with their Arab comrades was no nearer reali- ~ 
9 a. zation due to the fear of the latter that a singlé oc 


unit would tend to isolate them from the Arab 
“NN national movement. 


3 + Though this attitude on the part of the Arab , = 
wt Communists precluded cooperation in treating the ,— 
9 | problems which afflict this country, there was 

; i ample opportunity to demonstrate solidarity in other 
fidids of endeavor. Togethér the Arab and Hebrew. 
Communist press chorused their denunciation of the 
\ "Greater Syria" plan, which they characterized ag @ 
\ "an imperialistic maneuver" to create an anti-. \% 

| _ Russian-bloc in the Middle East. Together they , 
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examined the Anglo-Egyptian negotiations and came to 
the conclusion that they were nothing more than bluff 
and procrastination. 


With the exception of the Hebrew bi-monthly 
“Achdut", the Communist press in this country ignored 
the 22nd Zionist Congress held in Basle during 
December 1946. This publication called the attention 
of its readers to the fact that the Congress had been 
unable to re-orient the Zionist Movement toward the 
"progressive forces" in the world. It urged that 
reliance on the United States was an illusion as 
Anglo-American agreement had been reached for the 
"Joint exploitation and joint oppression of the 
Middle East", and it went on to point out that the 
absence of a British and the presence of a Russian 
representative in Basle should have opened the eyes 
of the Jews as to where they may expect support to 
come from. This latter viewpoint, it should be 
added, appeared somewhat at variance with reported 
utterances of Jewish Communist leaders on the same 
subject as they are said to have indicated that the 
attendance of a Russian diplomat at Basle was merely 
"an act of courtesy without political significance". 


The control which the Arab League for National 
Liberation exercises over the Arab Workers Congress 
has made the former an important factor in Arab 
politics in Palestine. The Congress is alleged to 
have a membership of 25,000 and has established con- 
nections with the World Federation of Trades Unions. 
The Communist core of the Arab Workers Congress has 
maintained its opposition to the Arab Higher Execu- 
tive and reportedly refused an offer for the inclusion 
of one of their members in that body. The Arab League 
continued to receive their uncomplimentary attention.” 
and police reports of October and November 1946 state 
that emissaries of the Arab League for National 
Liberation were in constant contact with Mustafa el 
ARIS, the Lebanese Communist Leader, and with repre- 
sentatives of the Russian Legation in Beirut. The 
Same sources add that the ALNL appears to be subject 
to the political directives and organizational 
guidance of the Lebanese Communists, from whom it 
is alleged to have received a subsidy of LP 1,000. 


Close observers of Communist developments here 
have outlined as follows the main trends in the move- 
ment at the end of 1946: 


(a) Support of the Arab Commnist movement 
through the medium of the Commnist Parties of 
Lebanon and Syria and through the World Trade Union 
Federation = apparently patronizing Arab nationalism 
and the setting up of an independent Arab State in 
Palestine; 


' (bo) Direction of the Palestine Communist Party 
(Jewish) via the Commnist Party of France and the 
other Western European Communist Parties on a 


strongly Marxist basis, opposing Zionism and Zionist 
immigration; 


(c) Backing 
“SEGRE? 
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(c) Backing of the less important Palestine 
Communist Union (Jewish) through the Communist parties 
of Eastern Europe and especially Poland - supporting 
Jewish immigration into Palestine and the ultimate 
protection of the National Home here by the Soviet 
Union as the only power capable of securing stability 
in the Middle East. 


In connection with (b) of the foregoing, it should 
be added that in its direction of the Palestine Com- 
munist Party, the French organization is said to have 
expressly ordered the above-mentioned conferences and 
attempts at collaboration with the Arab League for 
National Liberation thus setting the Jewish Conmunists 
the task of clearing the path for the nationalist aims 
of the Arab group. In successfully maintaining their 
nationalistic approach, therefore, and in obtaining 
such a directive for the Jewish group, the ALNL defi- 
nitely emerges as the ascendant organization. 


The foregoing review of Communist activity would 
not, of course, be complete without an estimate as to 
the Parties' success in attracting new members. It is 
the considered opinion, not only of British officials 
but also of important religious personalities, that no 
significant increase in Communist following has oc- 
curred during the period covered. Organizationally 
and ideologically, the Communist movement as a whole 
seems to be converging toward support of the Arab 
nationalist viewpoint in Palestine. It remains to be 
seen whether tendency toward unity in those respects 
will enable Communism to become more than the rela- 
tively unimportant factor it is in present-day 
Palestine. 


Respectfully yours, 


Malcolm P.“Hoopey 


American Consul 


W.J.Porter/1mr 
File No: 800.B 
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August 27, 1947. 


SUBJECT: Communist Activity in Palestine -- 
_ January 1 - July 31, 1947. 
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WASHINGTON. ‘Gry git 
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I have the honor to report that the general 
trend of Arab Communist ascendancy in Palestine over 
the Jewish Communist groups here was continued 
throughout the period under review. The Department 
will recall from the previous despatch in this series, 


No. 2983 of ¥ebruary 27, 1947, that the latter half 
{det 1 


946 witnessed the slow emergence of the Arab 
League of National Liberation (ALNL, membership 1000) 
as the dominant Communist organization in Palestine, 
and, in concomitance, the coordination of the efforts 
of the Jewish units, i.e., the Palestine Communist 
Party (PKP, membership 1500) and the Communist Union 
(membership 500), with those of the ALNL. a 


The principal and most definite sign of the 
Arab Communists' paramountcy in the local field came 
with the declaration on Palestine adopted unanimously 
at the Conference of the Communist Parties of the 
British Empire, held in London from the 26th of Febru- 
ary to the 3rd of March, 1947. The text of this decla- 
ration dealt squarely with the Zionist issue, both in 
its overall aspects, and with specific reference to 
the problem of immigration. Thus, in connection with 
the latter, and despite the reported opposition of he, 
American delegate, Foster, the Arab communists ny 
(Baghdash of Syria, and Emil Touma of the ALNL) were “> 
successful in inserting the following phrases: ra 

fond 


"No democrat would wish to force immigra- 
tion on Palestine by imperialist power against . 
. the wishes of its people. We believe that the — 


be determined by the people of an independent 


VE question of immigration into Palestine can only 
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Even the most optimistic of the local Jewish 
Communists could expect little from the Jewish 
Community as a whole after the adoption of the fore- 
going plank of the Communist platform for Palestine. 
Yielding to the nationalistic position of the Arabs 
on this crucial point was solid proof of the subordina-~ 
tion of the PKP to the ALNL. The latter organization, 
on the other hand, enhanced its position in Palestine 
Arab politics and was accorded more recognition than 
formerly by the Arab Higher Committee. 


It will be recalled that shortly before the adop- 
tion of the foregoing declaration, the Palestine Con- 
ference held by the British Government in London during 
February, 1947, had failed, and that Government had 
announced its intention of bringing the problem of 
Palestine before the United Nations. Simultaneously 
with the declaration of the anti-immigration position 
by the Conference of Communist parties, therefore, the 
Jewish party in Palestine opened a campaign to emphasize 
that by resorting to the U.N. the British Government 
was merely attempting to save its prestige while open- 
ing the way to further procrastinetion. The vehemence 
with which the PKP got this campaign underway may have 
been due in no small measure to a desire that the 
Jewish Community not concentrate in too great degree 
on the submissiveness of Jewish Communists in immigra- 
tion metters. 


Due to the continuing contacts which local Commun- 
ist leaders, particularly Shmuel Mikunis and Meir Willner 
of the PKP, and Emil Touma of the ALNL, maintained with 
the leaders of the British and French Communist Parties, 
it was commonly believed that ground had been laid early 
in the Spring for the closest collaboration between en 
the Jewish and Arab groups, especially since the reauti- 
ciation by the former of further Jewish immigration. 
Thus, when Meir Willner of the PKP approached ALNL 
leaders in April, 1947, with a proposition for a joint 
approach to the U.N. General assembly, it was undoubt- 
edly a shock for the Jewish Communist leader to learn 
that the Arab Party was submitting to the discipline 
of the Arab Higher Executive in U.N. matters and could 
not therefore accept the Jewish Communist invitation. 
The subsequent refusal of the Assembly to hear the PKP, 
which addressed a petition to that effect to the 
Secretary General, was attributed by that Party to be 
the result of the influence of Anglo-American imperial- 
ists and fear of "democratic demands for the termination 
of colonial oppression". 


At this point, the PKP ran afoul of the Histadrut, 
the powerful Jewish Federation of Labor in Palestine, 
which roundly denounced in its Hebrew language organ, 
"Davar", the separate approach of the Jewish Communists 
to the U.N. as a display of treachery and an attempt 
to undermine the discipline of the Jewish community 
and the authority of its leaders. Jewish Communists, 
who enjoy the medical and recreational privileges of 


Histadrut 
SECRET 
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Histadrut membership, without submitting to Histadrut 
obligations, were threatened with the withdrawal of 
those privileges as a result of the approach to the 
Assembly. , 


When Meir Willner contacted the ALNL during April 
with a view to a joint approach to U.N., he also had 
two other objectives in mind. One was to arrange a 
joint May Day c@lebration with the Arabs, but the Jewish 
Communists were to be disappointed in that respect 
also as the Arabs refused to celebrate with them due 
to the PKP's affiliation with the Histadrut, which 
organization, incidentally, controls the Jewish Agency 
and the Jewish General Assembly. As both the agency 
and the Assembly are in the forefront of Zionist action, 
it is presumed that the Arab League of National Libera- 
tion refused cooperation with the PKP on that score. 

The Jewish Communists also encountered difficulties 
with the Histadrut, as the labor organization desired 
no separate Communist meetings on May Day, and, failing 
to receive assurances from Willner in that respect, the 
Histadrut decided to make its preparations without 
Communist assistance. 


Willner's other project was the commencement of 
talks with arab Communist leaders with a view to the 
establishment of a single Communist Party in Palestine. 
This goal, toward which Jewish Communists have striven 
for some years, encountered the usual Arab diffidence, 
and remains unattained at present. 


An event of rirst magnitude in the lives of 
Palestine's Communists was the Gromyko speech of May 14, 
1947, to the U.N. General Assembly. Gromyko's not- ' 
unfriendly mention of partition as a solution in the 
é6vent a bi-national state proved unworkable, together 
with his sympathetic words for Jewish national aspira- 
tions, befuddled the local comrades for days on end. 
Arab Communist discipline, as we pointed out after 
assessing Arab reaction over a period of several weeks 
(A-133, June 13, 1947) proved unequal to the strain and 
the ALNL rejected outright the possibility of partition. 


ad 


The PKP, after a silence of several days, commenced 
treating the Gromyko speech in its journal "Kol Ha'am", 
by emphasizing those parts of it which called for the 
termination of the mandate and the setting up of an 
independent Palestinian state. "Al Ittihad", the Arab 
Communist Journal, also took pains to point out to its 
readers at this stage that anyone who saw a "deviation" 
in Gromyko's speech from the line of support for the 
Arab cause should understand that this was merely due 
to opposition to reactionary Arab leaders. 


AS indicated to the Department in telegram No. 337 
of August 23, 2 P.M., a very reliable source recently - 
made available to the Consulate General the text of a 
"guiding line” transmitted to local Communists by the 
British Communist Party at this juncture--no doubt in 
reply to appeals for clarification from the ALNL and 
the PKP. This "line" is quoted again as follows: 


The diplomatic 
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1. The diplomatic tasks of the Soviet 
Union and the political tasks of the 
communist parties abroad do not always 
necessarily coincide in concrete de- 
tail, even though they may in practice 
always reinforce one another; 


2. any attempt to counterpoise the Gromyko 
declaration and the declaration of the 
Conference of Communist Parties in the 
British Empire, must be opposed; 


3. the demand in the Gromyko speech for 
immediate independence for Palestine 
must be given prominence and should be 
used in mobilising the support of 
sections of Zionist Jewry as well as 
of Arab advocates of Independence; 


4. a definition of the bi-national state, as 
proposed by Gromyko, must be avoided and 
reference to the future Palestinian state 
should be made merely in general terms 
as to an independent democratic state 
based on equal rights for both nations. 
The question of the constitution of the 
future state would have to be finally 
decided by the peoples themselves; 


5. partition is to be explained only as a 
possibly inevitable and undesirable 
alternative. 


The only complete support for the Gromyko state- ™ 
ment from any Communist group came from the small ané” 
relatively unimportant Communist Union, a group which 
had remained distinct from the larger Jewish PKP 
because of its criticism of the latter organization 
for being too submissive to the demands of the Arab 
Communists. The "line" laid down by the British 
Communists to clear up post-Gromyko confusion, while 
possibly benefiting both the ALNL and the PKP, had 
little application to the Communist Union. 


The inability of the Arab Communists to detach 
themselves completely from following the Arab national- 
ist line as laid down by the Arab Higher Committee be- 
came increasingly clear with the announcement of the 
acceptance of the arab Higher Committee decision to 
boycott UNSCOP. Before this announcement, the PKP had 
been working zealously to ensure that their Arab com- 
rades would appear jointly with them before the U.N. 
Committee, and it was with this in mind that the Depart- 
ment was informed in Telegram No. 243 of June 1l, 

12:00 noon, that there were strong indications that the 
Arab Communists would refuse to boycott. That the 
final decision was an unpleasant surprise to the Jew- 
ish Communists, was evidenced by the publication in 


"Kol Hatam" 
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"Kol Hatam" on June 20 of an article by Shmuel 
Mikunis strongly criticizing the ALNL's inability 
to resist the pressure of the Arab Higher Committee. 
That such pressure included threats of physical in- 
jury there can be little doubt. 


With the arrival of UNSCOP in Palestine, it be- 
came evident that liaison had been established between 
the PKP and the Yugoslav Consulate General. The size 
of the Yugoslav delegation on the U. N. Committee--ten 
persons in all--was the subject of considerable comment 
both within UNSCOP and outside its membership and there 
was constant and continuing contact between the delega- 
tion, the PKP, and the Yugoslav Consulate General. One 
very well informed source states that there is evidence 
to indicate that the case presented by the PKP was 
compiled in consultation with the Yugoslav members of 
UNSCOP. Be that as it may, it is certain from obser- 
vation of the Communist leaders, Mikunis, Willner and 
Erhlich of the PKP, and Preminger of the Communist 
Union at the hearings, that they adhered very carefully 
to the "line" mentioned previously as having emanated 
from the British Communist Party. 


In their testimony, the Department will recall 
from Despatch No. 128 of July 21, 1947, despite the 
earnest efforts of most of UNSCOP's members, the Com- 
mittee was unable to pin the Communist leaders down on 
any Single issue. They proposed a binational state, 
would not indicate, even generally, its organization, 
Side-stepped on immigration and insisted that the whole 
problem would be non-existent if only the British could 
be ejected from this country. The three leaders of the 
PKP had all read to the Committee long statements whic 
revolved about the "imperialistic, monopolistic ru, 


of the British", reiterating this theme over and Over 
again. 


Mr. Preminger of the Communist Union was also 
allowed to appear before UNSCOP on the ground that, as 
the Chairman explained, his organization claimed to 
have a "plan" for Jewish-Arab cooperation in Palestine. 
Within fifteen seconds of commencing his delivery, it 
was clear to everyone that Mr. Preminger's "plan" was 
in essence much the same as that of the other Communists-- 
the elimination of the British from Palestine. 


We have carried this review beyond the usual six- 
months period for the purpose of aligning within one 
despatch the activities of the Communists prior to and 
during the visit of the United Nations Special Committee 
on Palestine. In retrospect, it seems clear that neither 
Jewish nor Arab Communists have made any important gains, 
except at the expense of one another. The submission 
of the PKP to the Arabs on the vital question of immi- 
gration has no doubt been costly insofar as gaining 
adherents among the Jewish Community is concerned. For 


their 
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their part, the Arab Communists' acquiescence to the 
Over-all control of the "reactionary" Arab Higher 
Committee, while possibly productive of returns in 
the future, has up to the present produced little 
other than a clear indicat&on of the nationalistic 
trend of Arab Communist thinking. 


In view of the constant reference made in this 
despatch to the declaration on Palestine of the 
Conference of Communist Parties of the British Empire 
in London, February 26 - March 3, 1947, a copy of that 
declaration is enclosed herewith.’ 


‘ 
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Respectfully yours, 


obert B. Macatee 
American Consul General 


sicieageee stated. 
Copies sent London and Arab Capitals. 
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Enclosure to Despatch No. 151 dated August 27, 1947, 
entitled: "Communist Activity in Palestine -- January l - 
July 31, 1947" from the American Consulate General, 
Jerusalem, Palestine. 


DECLARATION ON 
PALESTINE 


THIS CCNFERENCE of representatives of Communist 
Parties in the countries of the British Empire, extends 
its warmest greetings and pledges its full support to 
all the people of Palestine who are struggling for nation- 
al liberation against the military, political and economic 
domination of British Imperialism and the economic pene- 
tration and strategic plans of American Imperialism. 


We protest against and condemn the regime of 
brutal colonial oppression which weighs upon Palestine. 
We extend our deepest sympathy to the masses who suffer 
under this rule. 


We call for the ending of the imperialist policy 
which seeks to retain Palestine, not only as an outlet for 
oil and point for the military control of Suez, but as the 
strategic base protecting imperialist interests throughout 
the Middle East, against the interests and rights of the 


peoples, with the consequent threat to the peace of the 
world. 


We are of the firm conviction that all who love 
freedom and who seek peace in Palestine and throughout 
the world, should unite to demand and secure the imme- 
diate withdrawal of the British troops from Palestine, 
the abrogation of the Mandate, and the creation of a free, 
independent and democratic Palestinian State, which will 
guarantee equal rights of citizenship with full religious 
freedom and full opportunities to develop their culture 
to all its inhabitants, arab and Jewish. 
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Only thus can Palestine achieve freedom and 
Security, not only from the military forces of Imperialisn, 
but from the economic domination of foreign capital which, 
in whatever guise, seeks to exploit the peoples of 
Palestine and crush their movement for national libera- 
tion.. This is not a matter for Anglo-American manoeuvring. 
Let the United Nations support the people of Palestine in 


their struggle to secure the independence of their country 
now. 


We greet the rising forces of the Arab National 
Movement, which is daily gathering strength throughout the 
Middle East in the struggle for liberation, and the grow- 
ing forces among the Jewish masses in Palestine who 
realise that they have a part to play in the common struggle 
with the Arabs to free Palestine from the Imperialist hold. 


We warn all Jewish people that Zionism, which 
seeks to make Palestine or part of Palestine a Jewish State 
as an ally of the imperialist powers and their base in the 
Middle East, diverts Jewish people from the real solution 
of the problem of anti-Semitism, which is along the lines 
of democratic development and full equality of rights 
within the countries where they live. It is in the in- 
terests of Palestinian Jewry to oppose the Zionist con- 
ception which seeks to put them in the position of being 


an instrument 


se 


an instrument of imperialism in the Middle East, in 
opposition to the struggle for National Liberation in 
Palestine, in opposition to the progressive forces in 
the democratic countries in Europe, and against the 
Soviet Union. 


But not only has Anglo-american Imperialism 
used Zionism in pursuit of its policy of divide and rule; 
it also seeks to secure the support of reactionary Arab 
elements to strengthen the Middle East as a base for 
operations against the Soviet Union and against the 
liberation movement of the masses throughout the Middle 
East. 


We have to warn the Arab people against those 
arab reactionary elements who are ready to betray the 
movement for national liberation, upon securing the 
Support of Imperialism for their sectional interests 
against the interests of the masses. 


We in this Conference, therefore, appeal to 
the Arabs and Jews in Palestine to recognise that it is 
in their mutual interests to join the common struggle against 
Imperialism. 


At the same time the wider problems facing 
Jewish people all over the world, are not the problems of 
Palestine. anti-Semitism, a weapon carried to barbaric 
extremes by fascism, is a weapon used by the ruling class 
to split and divert the masses of the people away from 
the struggle for their real interests. 


No man or woman today can think of the plight 
of Jewry without burning memories of Maidanek and Belsen, 
without feelings of profound horror at the crimes com- 
mitted by the fascists against European Jewry, and wit 
out expressing their deep sympathy with those who he 
survived this horror. 


It. is the duty of all free peoples to succour 
these victims of fascism. It is their duty to demand 
the closing of the camps in which some of these victims 
are Still housed, and to aid in their re-establishment 
in their own countries. We welcome the new status of 
freedom which Jewry has attained, not only within the 
Soviet Union, but within the new democracies in Europe, 
a position which should inspire Jewry throughout the 
world to intensify its struggle for this democratic solu- 
tion in all countries. For those who, full of bitter 
memories of past persecution, do. not wish to return, we 
demand that as an emergency measure, Britain, australia, 
Canada, the U.S.A. and other free countries shall provide 
opportunities for their re-settilement in those countries, 
so that those victims of fascism may find there new hope 
and new life. No democrat would wish to force immigra- 
tion on Palestine by imperialist power against the wishes 
of its people. We believe that the question of immigra- 
tion imto Palestine can only be determined by the people 
of an independent and democratic Palestine. But we are 


well 


-3- 


well aware that throughout history there has been no 
enmity between Arab and Jew until the imperialists used 
Zionists to attempt to divide and disrupt the Middle 
East. and we believe that conscious of the terrible 
suffering inflicted on European Jewry by Fascism, a free, 
independent Palestine, in association with the other free 
countries in the world, would be as ready to offer 


succour and security to the victims of Fascism as would 
any other free country. 


We therefore express our earnest hope that the 
forces of the Arab National Movement, and the progressive 
forces within Palestinian Jewry, recognising their iden- 
tity of interest, will move rapidly towards their common 
goal, and to this end, will seek to create among Arabs 
and Jews in Palestine, those conditions which can ensure, 
not only political agreement, but common action and unity 
in the struggle for the liberation of their country. 


We confidently believe that progressive and 
democratic forces in other countries will give support to 
the struggle of the Palestinian people; and in their own 
countries will combat anti-Semitism and aid Jews to ex- 
pose the Zionist illusions that have been spread, and thus 
win them for the common struggle for freedom and democracy. 


This is the way forward for Palestine. 
This is the way forward to help European Jewry. 


This is the way forward to strengthen the forces 
fighting for peace and democracy throughout the world. 


_ 
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From Yur uwn Correspcndent 


Prague, June 22. 


tir. iikunas, secretary of the Communist Party in 
Israel, claimed at a Press conference here to-day that 
‘the broad masses of the people of Israel supvort the 
idea of’ a treaty of alliance with the Soviet Union'!, 
Speaking in Russian, «ir. .ikunas said that the ceace- 
fire hurt only the Jews. He described Count Bernadotte 
as the emissary of Anzlo-American imperialism. 
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Answeriny a question about the strength of Communism 
in Israel, iir. :ikunas said that he obviously could not 
give numbers, but that without help from abroad the party 
was publishing a daily which had thousands of readers, 
weelies in Geran, humanian, anc Hungarian, and a fort- 
nightly in Yicdish for the soldiers. lie said he had 
come to Lurope to get more help for the Jews ané int 
to go to every country for this purpose. Czechos?6Vakia 
was the second country he hes visited so far, the first 
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Formation of Isracii Communist Party consummated last : 
night at meeting here when Arab League National Liberation 
(Arab Communist Party Palestine) and Palestine Communist 0) 
Party (Jewish) merged. Relationship to Arab and Jewish “i 
Communist organization in Palestine but outside Israel not ie 
Giear ° 


. O 
This represents only opportunity given to Arabs for politicalO 
expression and is seen as only effective Arab-Jewish Party. 

Increasing inroads into Arab spheres is to be expected. } 
Programs apparently based on Jewish-~Arab cooperation within O 
Israel with Arabs sharing responsibility govt and also joint ! 
struggle against "Anglo-American imperialism" Y 


Attempts to organize Arab workers under aegis of Histadruth 
have met with little success. 00 


In Nazareth, chief Arab center under Jewish control in 
Palestine, Jewish Communists working with Arab Communists 
Mave succeeded in gaining overwhelming control Arab labo 
there. 
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Sudject: Press Article on Communist Party Meeting in Haifa, October 


22, 1948. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of 
Washington. 


State, 


Sir: 


I have the honor to transmit as an enclosure a clipping 
from the "Palestine Post" of Noveuber 3, 1948 entitled "Hatred of kn- 
pire Serves as Bridge" and which describes the Communist weeting held 
in Haifa on’ October 22, 1948. 


The reliability of the writer of this article - Henriette Boas - 
is not known but the text contains some interesting observations, par~ 
ticularly as regards the present strength of the Communist Party in 
Israel - i.e. 1400. Also of interest is the assertion that the member- 
ship of the Commmist Parity is concentrated almost entirely in Tel-aviv 
and Haifa and that, by acuwission of the Party Secretary, practically no 
members in the Communal Setticaents or "kibbutzim". 


The Mission, although badly handicapped by lack of personnel, is 
prepering a report on the political parties of Israel and wild include 


a studied estimate of the strength of the Commmist Parity which, although 


noisy, dods not appear to have an appreciable influence at this time ex~ 
cept that it has one representative in the State Council. As to 
other parties or groups are serving as "Communist fronts" wil 
vestigated. 


Respectfully yours, 


= For the Special Representative: 


| CP d, 


€> 
Charlies F. Knox, Jr. 
Counselor of hission 
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Assistant Arab Military Governor Jerusalem stated — 
yesterday to officer CONGEN Comnunist movement now pane 
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TO: Secretary of State DEG Us94R 
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‘ DIVISION OF 
NO: 302, December 14, Noon AAR EASTERK AFFAIRS 


Reference December 6, issue NEWSWEEK page 3. 


As reported in MISTELS 275, November 24, and 289, 
December 9, Mission cannot at present find any evidence 
of noteworthy "Communist infiltration" in Israel nor 
are there any known officials in Government who are 
identifiable as Communists or Comnunist agents. 


Such articles are in general inaccurate and harmful 
and, it is believed, cannot be substantiated by facts. 
Israel Government suspects that Arab states, and 
possibly British also, are spreading false rumors on 
"communism" in Israel to embarrass state and further 
confuse international situation. Klaus fully concurs 
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FROM: Tel Aviv 
TO: Secretary of State DEG Le 


NO: 303, December 14, 4 p.m. EHR BASTERN AFFAIRS 

On December 12 the Israel Communist Party (membership 
estimated approximately 1500) and the Hebrew Communist 
Party (membership estimated 700 to 800) merged for 
purposes presenting combined list for the coming 
elections. Latter is small group. Electoral influence 


of both very siight in total picture. Subject will 
be pursued further. 
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‘gi Sabseie Merger of Two Communist Parties in Israel | 


ome Honorable 


ee Samper elias intervention on the question of jnaterey 


The Secretary of State, 
_ Washington. 


| we 


7. aie the sane to report that the Palestine Post on 
December ‘13, 1948 published a news item in which it was 


. gtated that after several months of negotiations with Com. 
-inform representatives in Bucharest, the Hebrew Communist 
Party in Israel has agreed to merge with the Israel Commu- 
-. nist Party. The Hebrew Party is a splinter group formed — 
from the Palestine Communist Party after the dissolution 


of the Comintern in 1943, and for a time called itself 


the Communist Education Association following the princi- ©. 
‘ples of Earl Browder. The Hebrew Party also favored immi- 


gration to Israel before the USSR supported the formation 


‘of the Jewish State in Palestine. The merger has resulted . 
in the introduction into the party platform of a cn yy 


calling for the organization of immigration and opposin 


The report concludes with the information that Se 


cans, presently a member of the State Council and Sece . 
. Yetary of the Israel Communist Party, Tawfik KOUBI, leader |. 
_. @f- the Arab Communists and an as yet unnamed leader of the 

-. former Hebrew Communist Party will be the candidates or. 


wos, a oaursaes: party in the. forthcoming elections. 


eos Division « of Near Eastern Affairs 
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Subject: Views of Harold Beeley re Prospects of 
Israel becoming Communist State. 
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During lengthy zeneral conversation December 25 largely 
devoted to Palestine the opportunity was taken to ask wr, 
Harold Leeley, uwastern Department, British !oreign vuffice, 
his views re prospects of Iarael becoming a Communist State. 
this idea, it will be recalled, has been put forward seriously 
during the past few months by a number of Foreign vuffice 
contacts. 


Lwo. Beeley said his personal view is that the Jews 
in Palestine today and those likely to reach Palestine in 
the future are not likely as a group to become Conmunists 
or to want Israel to become e Coniunist State. The general 
trend of their political thought, Beeley feels, is towards 
the West and, if anything, the experiences of the Jews 
benind the Iron Curtain will lessen their desire to have a 
similar regime in israel. 


Three. Beeley takes it for granted that Israel will 
be the “Gomnunist capital" of the widdle sast, since the 
new state, with its sinall but active Vonmeist party, offers 
an ideal locxtion for tne Headquarters of Sov operations in 
neighboring states. 
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‘our. Beeley thinks that whether or not the Government 
of Ispael is aware of the fact, it is very much in the power 
of the USSR. ie said that soon 211 the Jewish DITs in the 
western Zones of Germany will have zone to Israel ané th 
thereafter bulk Lamiuration to Israel will be taken_f£ 
USSR and Llron Curtain countries, This means that” 
be in a position to control immiszration to Isruel just as is 
now happening in Rumania whers the Gionist urganization has 
been suppressed anc Jewisi. lumictation is directly controlled 
by the Rumanian Voiwnunist Party. 


tive. Bseley foresees thut this Sov control over imaizr 
to Isrzel can be manipulated to the serious disadvantage bP . 
of Israel, which, for example, might decide at some stage 
that in order to cope with the inmigrants already within rs 
borders there should be ® moratorium on innigrativn. Thig. 
policy could be killed at any time by the USO sending lodged 
immigrant ships to [Israel with adverse effect on Isracl'so , 
econviaic planning. fai 
ce »lOscow HOLS a i 
GLJones/aff SECRET 


FORM DS-322 ; 


7-1-48 
OUTGOING TELEGRAM 
Collect 7 7 PM. 
deanimaiies Aepariment of State CONTROL 
Charge to SECRET ' : “9963 
FEB 4 194¢ 
FOR DC/T USE ONLY 
AMREP 
04; 
TEL AVIV O 
TF = 
A XK Through US Govt source outside Israel Dept has received in 
pe ve) report ie: Syrian Commuhist leader Khalid er visited ee 
Gp 
iz Haifa in DecMMB and that QUOTE several hundred Palestinian oa 
Arab Communist refugees UNQUOTE scheduled return Israel ° 
during week Jan 18, : i a 
Without revealing nature source 9 inform appropriate © 
official WEN USG has received above report and request his 
comments, . a 
ACHESON 
LA chesa 


DESI . 
FFICES ONLY) NEA: NE; SWRockwell/mfc Er iy 

QnBet9 7 | > 

AM : 

° 

ff SECRET & 

oa ; CLASSIFICATION 
FEB A 1949p 


Corrections made on this original MUST be made on all 


copies before delivery to Telegraph Branch. 


PA b> 72 


hls 


ACCESS RESTRICTED 


The item identified below has been withdrawn from this 


67. 60 4 


ile: 


File Designation 


Date 
From 2 / Y Vv 


To 


In the review of this file this item was removed because access to it is 
restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in general and specific record group restriction statements which are 

available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because it contains: 


DA Security-cia ssified Information 


[] Otherwise Restricted Information. 


Pacer °/3/re 
Authority 


GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION GSA Form 7117 (2-72) 


GPO : 1973 O - 503-659 


JIITLON IVMVUCHLIM 


Central File: Decimal File 867N.00B, Internal Affairs Of States, Political Affairs., Palestine, Bolshevism. 
Communism. Communistic Activities., August 2, 1945 - February 9, 1949. August 2, 1945 - February 9, 
1949. MS Palestine and Israel: Records of the U.S. Department of State, 1945-1959: Records of the 
Department of State Relating to Internal Affairs of Palestine, 1945-1949. National Archives (United States). 
Archives Unbound, link.gale.com/apps/doc/SC5111274182/GDSC?u=cale23906&sid= 
GDSC&xid=3d56b5d3&pg=1. Accessed 27 Apr. 2021. 


